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PROTECTED  LANDMARK  DESIGNATION  REPORT  
 

LANDMARK NAME: Claude Clay Rouse House  AGENDA ITEM:   

OWNERS: Mr. Adam Flikerski  HPO FILE NO.:   

APPLICANTS: Mr. Adam Flikerski  DATE ACCEPTED:  

LOCATION:  3609 Inwood Drive, River Oaks, Houston, 77019   HAHC HEARING:  

SITE INFORMATION:  Lot 9, Block 77, River Oaks Section 9, City of Houston, Harris County, Texas.  The site 

includes an historic two-story 5,369 square foot single-family house and a detached two-story garage on an 

approximately half acre 21,960 square foot lot.  The residence is sited on the north side of Inwood Drive in 

River Oaks. 

TYPE OF APPROVAL REQUESTED: Protected Landmark Designation 

HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE SUMMARY  

The Claude Clay Rouse House, was built in 1940 by and for C. C. Rouse and his second wife, Maudray Carr 

Rouse, at 3609 Inwood Drive in River Oaks. Mr. Rouse was a prolific and well-known builder who was 

responsible for developing many homes throughout River Oaks and in the Riverside, Tanglewood and 

Southampton neighborhoods. He lived in Houston for sixty years and founded the Rouse Lumber & Building 

Company in 1925.  The business is still in operation today under his son-in-law’s name, Tynes Sparks Building 

Company.  

 

The Rouse family home exemplifies the Tudor Revival style, a popular architectural style of the time, found 

throughout Houston’s historic neighborhoods, particularly in River Oaks and Boulevard Oaks. 

 
The C.C. Rouse House meets criteria 1, 3, 4, and 5 and 6 for Landmark Designation and criteria 1 for Protected 

Landmark Designation. 

HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE 

River Oaks 

River Oaks is adjacent to Buffalo Bayou and Memorial Park in west central Houston. Development in the 

residential garden suburb, which comprises 1,100 acres, began in the 1920s through the foresight and 

persistence of brothers Will Hogg (1875-1930) and Mike Hogg (1885-1941) and attorney Hugh Potter (1888-

1968).  The nucleus of the expansive subdivision predates the Hoggs' and Potter's involvement. By 1924, 

Country Club Estates, the section south of the newly established River Oaks Country Club, had been platted, 

but not developed. The Hogg brothers bought out the original investors and established Country Club Estates, 

Inc., later renamed the River Oaks Corporation.   

 

Mike Hogg's friend, Hugh Potter, was installed as president of the corporation. Under his expert direction, the 

development of River Oaks began in earnest. Not only was the existing section developed, the corporation also 

busily acquired land on all sides of the original Country Club Estates. Between 1926 and 1947, an additional 

nineteen platted subdivisions were joined to River Oaks.  

 

A study of noteworthy American suburban communities, particularly Roland Park in Baltimore and the Country 

Club District in Kansas City, was responsible for such innovative ideas as the institution of architectural 
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controls in River Oaks, the levying of a private tax to support a maintenance and services fund, and the creation 

of a property owners' association to enforce deed restrictions. Will Hogg was especially determined that River 

Oaks serve as a model of enlightened community planning standards for Houston. He retained Kansas City 

landscape architects Hare & Hare to provide a master plan that would protect the environmental integrity and 

natural beauty of the area. 

 

The developers also hired J. C. Nichols, who built Kansas City’s Country Club Plaza, one of the first major 

shopping centers in the United States, to serve as a design consultant. The River Oaks master plan included 

home sites, a fifteen-acre campus for River Oaks Elementary School (1926, Harry D. Payne), two shopping 

centers, and esplanades planted with flowers. The plan called for underground utility lines, eliminated alleys, 

allowed only three intersecting streets and provided rigid building codes. Deed restrictions and centralized 

community control assured exclusivity; approval of house designs by a panel of architects and citizens and a 

minimum purchase price of $7,000 were required. One restriction stated that no property could be conveyed to 

any person who was not of the Caucasian race, although that provision was removed when the restrictions were 

renewed in 1985. 

 

On March 15, 1926, the subdivision’s developers announced a “Room for All Predevelopment Sale” for River 

Oaks: Section 1. An additional 134 lots were put on the market, nearly doubling the number of house sites 

offered in the original development. The lots in Block 40 on Skokie Drive (renamed Pelham Drive) served as 

the southern boundary of River Oaks. The general restrictions for the new tract required that single-family 

homes be at least two-stories tall with the exception of 13 lots in Block 40. The least expensive homes in Block 

40 were to cost no less than $7,500, while the price requirements on the remaining homes on Pelham Drive 

ranged from $12,000 to $18,000. 

 

CLAUDE C. ROUSE  (b.2/15/1896, d.10/26/1979) 

ELEANOR FAY NEUHAUS ROUSE (b. 10/2/1890, d.2/9/1966) 

MAUDRAY CARR ROUSE (b.9/25/1898, d.4/10/1980) 

 

Claude Clay Rouse, also known as C. C. Rouse, built the home on 3609 Inwood Drive for himself and his 

family. He lived there with second wife, the former Maudray Carr, for more than thirty years.  Rouse was a 

prolific and well-known builder who was responsible for constructing more than a dozen homes in River Oaks, 

and many more throughout the Riverside, Tanglewood and Southampton neighborhoods.  Mr. Rouse often 

reused the same basic designs for his houses and customized them by adding or subtracting elements according 

to the owner's desires and financial ability.  

 

C.C. Rouse was born in Pleasant Valley, Oklahoma, to parents George Rouse and Emma Davis on February 15, 

1896.  His first marriage, at age 23, was to Fay Neuhaus, daughter of German immigrants Frederick and 

Elizabeth Neuhaus. At the time, Rouse was working as a clerk at a grain company.  In 1920, the married couple 

was residing on Pintar Avenue in Houston’s Fourth Ward.  Their two children, Claude, Jr. and Mary, were born 

in 1925 and 1927 respectively.   

 

In 1925, Rouse founded his lumber and construction business.  The firm began as Rouse Lumber & Building 

Company on Montrose Boulevard and later moved to 1409 Lincoln Street and was renamed C.C. Rouse 

Building Company.  By 1930, Mr. Rouse and wife Fay were the owners of a home at 1511 Waugh Drive where 

they resided for approximately ten years, until they divorced.  
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Mr. Rouse built the home at 3609 Inwood Drive and moved there with his second wife, the former Maudray 

Carr, following their wedding on September 26, 1940 at First Christian Church.  Tax records indicate that the 

home’s value was $7,260 in 1942. In 1947, they added a sizable detached garage and in 1950 the back porch of 

the home was enclosed.  Central air conditioning was added in 1965.  In 1974, Tynes Sparks, Mr. Rouse’s son-

in-law, became the new owner of the home and it was valued at over $70,000. 

Tynes Sparks joined the family business in 1948, and took over the operations when C.C. Rouse retired in 1966. 

C. C. Rouse died in Houston in October 1979 and was laid to rest in Forest Park Westheimer Cemetery. Rouse’s 

company is still in business today as the Tynes Sparks Building Corporation. 

According to the Tynes Sparks website, “In the late 1920s C. C. Rouse began to change the role of a typical 

house in Houston from shelter to a place for splendid entertainment.” During this time, oil was booming in 

Houston. It was increasingly popular for newly wealthy oilmen and their families to entertain.  Rouse took note 

of this trend and began to build large spec homes capable of hosting the parties that were being held at country 

clubs. The website elaborates, “Rouse was confident in his idea for building a spec home in River Oaks. One of 

the company’s business mottos was to take the party out of the country club and bring it home to a mansion. 

Floor plans of C. C. Rouse homes were designed so that 100 people at a time could gather and circulate in the 

home with ease. Bedrooms were separated from the main living areas for privacy. Kitchens were built to handle 

the preparation of major social events. Living rooms featured palatial detailing.” By the 1930s Rouse’s idea had 

taken off and he was building many large spec houses in River Oaks.  Some of the other C. C. Rouse homes 

built in the neighborhood include:  

 

• 3612 Ella Lee 

• 3215 Locke Lane  

• 3602 Wickersham  

• 3469 Piping Rock Lane  

• 2136 Brentwood Drive (City of Houston Landmark)  

• 3646 Piping Rock Lane 

• 2429 Brentwood Drive 

• 3014 Del Monte Drive  

• 2504 Brentwood Drive  

• 3627 Del Monte Drive 

• 3609 Inwood Drive 

• 3663 Del Monte Drive  

• 3671 Inwood Drive 

• 3637 Olympia 

• 3719 Inwood Drive  

• 3814 Chevy Chase  

 

Tynes Sparks owned the house on 3609 Inwood from 1974 until 1998.  Mr. & Mrs. David Mafridge were the 

owners from 1998 until 2014.  The current owner, Adam Flikerski, bought the home on February 25, 2020. 
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION AND RESTORATION HISTORY 

Architectural Style - Tudor Revival  

In her Field Guide to American Houses architectural historian Virginia McAlester explains that, “the name 

Tudor Revival style is historically imprecise, since relatively few examples closely mimic the architectural 

characteristics of Tudor (16th-century) England.  Instead, the style is loosely adapted from a variety of late 

Medieval and early Renaissance English prototypes, ranging from thatch-roofed folk cottages to grand manor 

homes. This broad variety provided the basis for an English domestic architecture revival that began around 

1850 and lasted until 1930.  British architects such as Phillip S. Webb (1831-1915), C.F.A. Voysey (1857-

1941), M.H. Baillie Scott (1865-1945), and Sir Edwin Lutyens (1869-1944) designed homes that were imitated 

in both the United States and Great Britain.” 

McAlester notes that early landmark examples of Tudor style homes were built around 1890 with more modest 

versions being constructed by 1900.  At the beginning of the twentieth century, the only style that surpassed 

Tudor Revival in popularity in American suburbs was Colonial Revival style.  The Tudor Revival style was a 

prevalent architectural style nationally throughout the 1920s and 1930s. In the 1920s, at the height of the style’s 

popularity, homes built in the style were sometimes called Stockbroker’s Tudors. In Houston, significant 

concentrations of the Tudor style are found in the Boulevard Oaks Historic District and River Oaks. 

Approximately one-third of the homes in Boulevard Oaks were designed in the Tudor Revival style. Houston’s 

first female builder, Katharine Mott, designed several Tudor style homes.  Following the Depression, Tudor 

houses were simplified and French Eclectic houses began to supplant Tudor in popularity. After World War II 

more modern styles replaced both the Tudor and French styles. 

 

The Tudor Revival style is characterized by prominent front gables, steeply pitched roofs, massive chimneys 

and arched doorways. The decorative details found on Tudor Revival houses are inspired by late Medieval 

English architecture and include decorative brickwork, stone accents and ornamental half-timbering, where wall 

surfaces appear to contain massive beams with brick or stucco filling the spaces between the wood. The C.C. 

Rouse House includes many of these details, specifically ornamental half-timbering, steeply pitched roofs, 

prominent front-facing gables and a heavy, wooden arched front door. 

 

Architectural Description 

 

There are many variants to the Tudor style and the Rouse home falls within the “Multiple Façade Gables” sub-

type. This subtype is found in about fifteen percent of Tudor houses.  It is characterized by the presence of two 

or more dominant cross gables placed randomly on the front façade. The house at 3609 Inwood has two front- 

facing gables that are asymmetrically arranged on the façade.   

 

The two-story brick veneer and stucco home sits on a pier and beam foundation and is essentially comprised of 

three bays. The largest bay, on the far left side of the home, contains the arched front entrance and one of the 

two prominent front-facing gables. The first floor on the left bay is finished in brick veneer.  There is a row of 

three large multi-paned, double-hung windows centered on the first floor of this bay. A shingled, shed roof 

covered porch runs the width of the left bay.  The porch is supported by heavy timber columns that match the 

wood used for the home’s decorative half-timbering. 

 

The front entry is a dark, wooden pointed arch door accented with over a dozen recessed panels.  One of the 

center panels has been removed and replaced with clear, lattice-paned glass. There is a handmade aged-brass 
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door handle. The front door is off-center and positioned on the far right side of the home’s first bay.  An 

irregular curving flagstone path leads to the front porch and front entry.  

 

The second bay includes the home’s more prominent front-facing gable. There is a large bay window topped 

with a curved copper roof on the first level.  The copper roof is aligned with the porch roof on either side.  The 

oversized bay window is nearly the full height of the first story. It is a large plate-glass square bordered by a 

ribbon of multi-paned glass.   

 

The third bay of the home is comprised on the first level of a continuation of the brick veneer structure, a multi-

paned window and the porch.  The porch extends beyond the body of the home on the right side to create a 

carport or porte-cochere. 

 

The second story of the home includes many of its prominent, decorative Tudor style elements, including 

ornamental half-timbering.  On the second level of the home’s first bay, the front-facing gable includes a row of 

three double-hung windows.  In the center, a large eight-over-eight window is flanked on either side by smaller 

four-over-four windows. Half-timbering in a triangular pattern decorates this gable. On the left side of this 

gable, the half-timbering is in a quatrefoil pattern.  On the right side of the gable, two complementary casement 

windows are separated by an x-patterned, half-timbered design. The two windows are tall, narrow casements; 

the window on the left has diamond-patterned glass, while the window on the right has rondel-patterned leaded 

glass.  This pair of windows is duplicated on the second floor of the homes’ third bay. 

 

The second floor of the home’s second bay is brick veneer.  Another grouping of three windows is centered on 

this gable: a six-over-six double-hung window is centered between two four-over-four windows.  The triangular 

portion of this gable consists of painted wooden siding in an undulating wavy pattern. 

 

The second floor of bay three includes a pair of casement windows identical to the windows in the first bay, but 

arranged in reverse order. The window on the left is a casement with rondel-patterned leaded glass and the 

window on the right has diamond-patterned glass.  Decorative half-timbering between the windows is designed 

in a curved diamond pattern. 

 

The house’s steeply pitched roof is side-gabled and covered in asphalt shingles.  There is a prominent brick 

chimney on the left side of the home. 
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APPROVAL CRITERIA FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION 

Sec. 33-224. Criteria for designation 

(a) The HAHC, in making recommendations with respect to designation, and the city council, in making 

a designation, shall consider one or more of the following criteria, as appropriate for the type of 

designation: 

 S  NA S - satisfies     D - does not satisfy     NA - not applicable 

    (1) Whether the building, structure, object, site or area possesses character, interest or value as a 

visible reminder of the development, heritage, and cultural and ethnic diversity of the city, state, or 

nation; 

    (2) Whether the building, structure, object, site or area is the location of a significant local, state or 

national event; 

    (3) Whether the building, structure, object, site or area is identified with a person who, or group or 

event that, contributed significantly to the cultural or historical development of the city, state, or 

nation; 

    (4) Whether the building or structure or the buildings or structures within the area exemplify a 

particular architectural style or building type important to the city;  

    (5) Whether the building or structure or the buildings or structures within the area are the best 

remaining examples of an architectural style or building type in a neighborhood; 

    (6) Whether the building, structure, object or site or the buildings, structures, objects or sites within 

the area are identified as the work of a person or group whose work has influenced the heritage of 

the city, state, or nation; 

    (7) Whether specific evidence exists that unique archaeological resources are present; 

    (8) Whether the building, structure, object or site has value as a significant element of community 
sentiment or public pride. 

AND 

     (9) If less than 50 years old, or proposed historic district containing a majority of buildings, structures, 
or objects that are less than 50 years old, whether the building, structure, object, site, or area is of 

extraordinary importance to the city, state or nation for reasons not based on age (Sec. 33-224(b)).  
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Sec. 33-229. Criteria for protected landmark designation 

 S  NA S - satisfies     D - does not satisfy     NA - not applicable 

    (1) Meets at least three of the criteria for designation in section 33-224 of this Code; 

    (2) Was constructed more than 100 years before application for designation was received by the    

director; 

    (3) Is listed individually or as a contributing structure in an historic district on the National Register of 

Historic Places; or 

    (4) Is recognized by the State of Texas as a Recorded State Historical Landmark. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 

 

 

HAHC RECOMMENDATION  
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EXHIBIT A  

PHOTO 

3609 INWOOD DRIVE 

C.C. ROUSE HOUSE 
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EXHIBIT B  

SITE MAP 

C.C. ROUSE HOUSE 

3609 INWOOD DRIVE 
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EXHIBIT C 

C.C. ROUSE HOUSE 

3609 INWOOD DRIVE 

SURVEY PHOTO 1966 

 

 


